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Ztcna: Xiv. b, 7 "And it ſhall come to — in that Days” 
that the Light ſhall not be clear, nor dark ; bur, it all 
be one Day which ſhall be non to the Lord not Day, 
nor Night : But it ſhall come 10 pal, that at . 
a i ſhall E e Light, 
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IsSAIAR ! 
1 The Burden. ftonan% 
SER, Watchmas, Wil 
man, 6 
The Morning cometh, an > Night : 
wil enquire”; » empire, e £5 come. 


5 HY Joubrleſs at firſt View, appear 
ethren, that ocean GATE. Ab + 
2 of facred Writ for tertainment; when 
it Kahr beg ted; chat Dienity & Dutton 
the Comforts & oy of the mite Office =, 
be ex plained,or the beft-Method of kr ooo 
n id ſound Poctrine 275 ha 
bjects, I confeſs, are per to es, Te: on, and 
ſhould generally be the Topics * our Diſcourſe, on hich 3 5 
Occaſions as theſs, But, 12 e dark Apprehepfians, . 
to 8 imer into which we are fallen, turned my Mind 
to this Subject: And as it will lead our Thoughts to th 
eſent Dan gers &T7ials ;' to the farther Proſpefts and | 
pes relating to hy Church of Cux ie it will, I ima» 
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| 250 N 222 Jeans t point out the 


IL 25 ppl ly it to 24> 2 of the Church in general, 

and ta ghe Time hich 5 are allem in particulgr. 
Bits Brophy ade 8 0 g Hd, 
denote ſome further om on * Ade: after 
e Jeus ſhould be delivered from the Darkneſs they 


one, the Night ſhould be continued to the other. It is 
called the Burden, of Numab, hegauſe it brings ſad and 
Ne” what would prove an hegyy Burden, hard 
t Dumth he , bya Cont not unuſual 
in the ſarred Writing ;"ſcems evidently. to be put for E- 

J and ſo for th untry Iaumea, where the Edomites 
dwelt, This appears plain, by Sei's being mentioned 
as the Place — whence the Voice came, which was that 
mountainous Part of Idumea, that lay next to che Land of 
Canaan. The: Septuagint therefore well tranſlare it, 
"Ta? Khramatees Taumais, \.0. the Viſion. of Idumea. In 
this fraphetic. Scene, there is one from that Country in- 
troduved, as addreſſing the Prophet in great Earneſtneſs, 


and 
wg; He calletþ(or there is one that calleth, or cricth) 

_ 24 me out of Sir. The Word muſt be taken collectivelh, 
not denotingya particu 
that try from that Country; this. ap- 
pears from oſver'of the Prophet, Je will enquire, 
cc. Tu obſerved that the original Word Tarab, has an 
in it — ec of Men i iſh and 


res EndoſtheirCala-. 
mity,and — che ng of their Deliverance, 


Flay Thews n Beauty: in — e 6 
the Prophet is on the Watch - Tower. Terot, at 
a great Diſtance from Mount Sir, the) oice Sr Joud, 


in det to be heard, TheQueſtign N 


* "PTY the See 4 


e illuſtrate thePro TH y, 
W.. 


3 that while the Morning aroſe to the 


__aboutthe State of —— Nigbt, or that State of Affliction 
preſſion, hich both the Fews and Idumeans were 


lar Perſon, 90d. there is a Cry, or 


Wat ef the Ng Ne 


« What of the Ntght,or fromor rs 


The Conſetture of Cacceius, and ſomie chef Nur m. 
mentators,that the Voice is diiected to GOD thEFaiker, 
under the Character of a Fatethmanzbeezuls he iH. j - - 


the Keeper of Iſrael; or to the Sow ;who' inceprefetnedt 
as the Shepard of his People; I think groondlets! It is 
not ſuppolable; that the Tdumeans had any ſuelt diſtinst 
Notion of the Futher or the Sen, as tio addreſs om e 


other by this Title. To apply ix to the PH e 


ſeems much more natural; theprophets being wellkhꝗmr 
by the Character of Watchmenzas pointing 


and Duties of them Office: Auc ihüs tee are frequent: 
ly ſtiled in ſacred Miit, * Thavefet Mu inen an tb 


Malls, O Jeruſalem ** 7 hate made theefioysGOD25" 
Ezekiel, a Watchman to the Houſe Ie The 
Character is taxen from thoſe chat 
City, or on a Watch-Fower to deſery a . 
ger, and give the Signal: And ch y vught to be Men of 
Courage, chat will not be frighted at che Shialcing of 


Leaf; faithful, hh will not betray their Truſt; git ,, 


that will nat ſuffer the Enemy to come by Surprine while 
they are aſleep ; quick fighted, to ſpy the Danger: j c. 
ſtant and unweuried in theirAttendance on theDuttesof 
their Station; and being continually awake, it might be 
expected could readily give the Hour of the Migbtii Tis 
ealy to ſee how applicable this is, not only tothe Prophet, 


but to all the Miniſters of the Goſpel, ho ate ſetr as 


; whoſe 


Watchmen, on the allt of GOD's 7, 

Duty and Buſineſs it is, to watch over the 
Lord ; to give ſcaſonable, plain & faithful Warning to 
Saints & Sinners. The various remarkable*Diſpenſati- © 
= of GOD to his 9 
phets ; they foretold the deſolating* ents that were 
bro't not x. .on the * 2 Nati- 
ent ; knew ſbmething of the Time, Manner gc Duration 
of che dark Night they had to puls thro ; and ſo might 


® Ifai, xii, 6. + Ezek. ili, Wy M 
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thoſe chat are ſet to gar h 


ituge of e 
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. ed of as to this Matter. M utehman, 
V hat of the Night Mbat have you diſcovered, as to 
the State of the Night? How far is it advanced? What 


Ir may perhaps ſeem ſtras 2 5 
meant ſtiould make this Inquiry. What had they to 


I think — Foundmian ; had that been theCgſe, the 

Nrepbet would have giyen them g very 1 7 9 5 

They ſeen to have a Degree of Earneſt * 5 F the 

C _—_ . _ yi atter, 
n 7 


, 4 7 7 * & 
oy 4 22 — 5 _ 
+ Eph, ii, 12 0 ut 


of Go p and be 


What e the Wh, . -aF 7 
wee yo do not eg 8 


religious * ought. This is evident from the 
Prophets reply: Torning' cometh,” and ulſo the 
Niche if ye 3 eye; return; ce. i. e. 


The. Morning will be as dangerous as che V 27, f ſome. 
Others te it, the Morning cometh, & yet hg 
i.e, Tho there be a Deliverance 'from p re 
yet it will be but partial 7 Light comes, bur Div 
will be intermixed with it; ot according to cut L 
tion, The Morni . cometh; butt theNig io ht will ſoon 75 
It — mean, That tho? —— is coming to' the 
Peop FGO Dit would ſtill be Wag Nuk theilaumecms. 
Tis ey to ſte, that as Nig bris put ſor a State of 
Aſfiction, Day is a proper Emblem of Joy and Comfort. 
If ye will enquire ; enquire, ye ; return; come. The old 
3 'T ranttivion under 

ye will enquire indeed, and aſt Queſtions inEarneft, 
« entuire of* Gop ; fr/t aſ his Mercy, and then cbme 
again, und you ſhall have a more favourab leber 2 
which ſeems not far from che true Meaning. 

As the Queſtion, tho not put wih thatSericuſt nels «ad 
Sincerity as it ought, implied a Deſire to know che Pur- 
poſe of Gop relating to their preſent dark & diſmalSitu · 
ation; the Anſwer ſcems to be to thisPurpoſe,viz. Since 
you Tdumebins,in your diftreſſed. Condition, —— 


to your felves;expreſs a Deſire of ai ages, be Go band 


knowing bs Il concernitig you; be in earneſt in the 
Matter, enqtiire with aber! Mbh uffected, ch che 
Diſhenſbion; of divine —— with ſincere Deſires 
to Ano and comply with your Duty: Return r e GD 
of 1/rael, ro $6 Ao &Communion of the church; 
ſince you'aredefeendell from. Abu humphew your elves . 
to be his Ohiluren indeed; eme with Sincvrity er. 
to me and the other Prophets, ro know the Mind de Will | 

Xo meet him, When be 


you.” The Sum of whurT-have 
under 
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ſhall come forth 
MEE; "The _peighbouring N en, 
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the VIIIch has it thus, 
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8 The W atchman's Arfeve to the Queſtion, 


the ſkae Qpproſſion from. che Arian and /Babylomiſh 
Princem, as ide Jes were, tho the peculiar People of : 
Go and favoured with his true rophets ; the Idumeans Nl ' 

arg introduced, enquiring after the Duru ian, and End 
of this, common Calamity in 400 careleſs 2 Manner, with i < 
tinle Reverence, or religions Senſe.,gf: the Diyine 
Penh They habe Anfwer, That the. Morn: 
ing. was doming, i. e, Night and Liberty to the Fcuss - 
rr XL Har the ht ſtill awaired cher; i e. their preſent 
flitions and 5 piritual Parkneſs, would continue, while 
= maintain d hol grefent Temper of Mind jtowards 
Geo, and gemi d, Strangers to the Gommon-Health 
of 1jrazl.. He therefore exhorts them to return tog op; 
and enquire-with a religjaysDiſpolirign; andright F7ews 

about this Matter. 342% 

Puls Interpretation may be illuſtrated by: hiſtorical 
Events: either by referring it to the commonCalamities 
that befel the ous and Tdymeans,with,othe r her neighbours 
ing. Nations, under Senacherib King of e 5 to 
that which afterwards betel chem under the Kings of Ba- 
len. If to the former, the Morning that wy to the 

e mult be the pol We A gramed them, 
the terrible Deſtruction of the Afyrien, Army by an 
Angel.] The like Deliverance not being granted to the 
—7 them it remained N; 45 But, Lrathes 
refer to the Babyloniſo Captivity, which 
avs — Ge ews and Idumsant in one comnonVig. 
Calamity and Diſtreſg,after which lang Night, wheres 
HFS ſeemed as it were buried, ag/e/29us Mom 
ing aroſe to the Fews, from che Deliverance RY 
Cyrus; white. the Zdumzans. continued in Dee 
1 + by — =} Who. 2 — Ny 
ey from the Bubylonsb aptivity ; 
No 5:49 inipoveriſhed, unable to return and rebuild 
their, waſte Places 3 being under the peculiar Dilplea/ars 
of Heaven, E; 7:1; W come nnn 79) om 55 q: 
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II. Wee lieren 
tian may be taten A w 285 
remarkable He fiadi iu 1 hang by = 

As the P. Hdhetu were 2 5 
God's: Jem 


udgment to che Chure = a * n 
concerned te know — & ren, gf = 
in nis e OIIP 2. — aut 1 
as the! [dumeans 9 Gf 
with the. Fewrapdibus bade en dgmebey he 

leſs ſame Acquaintande wicht has feard H/rIFNge 
Prophecies Bad a . Referenge 70 them. 7 
foretold, that Edam ;/bou{d:bea . . N R 
ſeſſion of their Enemies. & It is natural ther 4 
poſe, that the more tho'rful among the! 55855 ig OF 


this Period, and being N with: 


icy - 
excited to gnquire after he Tire hed *þey vey coll N 


delivered from their J. iritual Darkneſs, and 12 1 - 
People God. ThisProphely of Rem Abele 

of their Enemies, was in Part accompliſh 
monean Familiy hen the Edomites w Folk Y, 
Zervs, many of them bro't to embrace their Ki 5 
their Country became Weit Phae., To ch — 
the Propbrt may have a View, when "tis: ſuppoies 0 
would not negleſt the ſacred . dae but get eme 


A ntance ith; thaſe Propheſies, w 
oh 9 1 2 Zionaahen the 2 
ſhould be at an end and gh 0 


gartake. pr way ne gt os FTE 
alk excitc in d ho had any due Eſteem. tor 
1 Deſire to be 9 — when.the 
Karte r In this, N e 5 „tl 
won; * 

th: mare S pA Ap 
ns . n ge 715 5 
8 4 1 13 10% \2 APSR 1 BY 


—_ Wav. 18. 


to The Watobnian's. Aafver to tht Ruzſtion, 
Br the Night; we may underſtand the obſcure Diſ- 


| jon they were then under, \whuch was uſhered in. 
with Blagkne neſs, Darkneſs," und a thith\ Tempeſt. It is 


therefore called a Miniſtration af Death, and Condem- 
nation, ind proved ſo to the carnal Jeus who reſted in 
the Lam graven on Stones, not looking ty him who was 
the End it for Righteouſne/ 5 te all thatbelieve. 


Txar Miniſtratian was glorions,as it refered; 


to, and pointed out the Glories of the, Goſpel; but how: 
divinely glorious ſoever it was in irſelf, yet in Reſpect to 
the tranſcending Glory of that Diſpenſation of L 0 
and Grace, which it ſhadowed forth, it might be ſai 

have no Glory ; the Luſtre of it was ſwalſowed up by 
the ſurpalling Glory of the Goſpel; as the dim Light of 


the Moon and twinkling . before the 710% 1. 


955 This Diſpenſation was not only gloomy and dar 
w en com to the ſuperior Light Be the Chriſtian 
4 ee was ef ihe Mane 4, b fo, b hn 
of the Blindneſs, Prejudices and ' Unbtlizf, of thoſe to 
whom it was given; which is fitly repreſented by the 
Pail Moſes put on his Face while — delivered them the 
Law, to cover its dazzlin Brightneſs, which they could 
nat behold. This V. ail the Apoſtle expreſly telbus, was 
on ther Hearts,* þ that they could not look to the End 
of that which was te be aboliſhed. They were as un- 

able to behold the Mind of Moſes inthat:Gfcoromy, as 
were his Face ; when he turned to the Lord he 
off the Vail; which implies, that that Diſpenſa- 
27%. as it came from God, and was revealed to him, was 
Tull of Grace, and ſhove with à divine Luſtre; but 
ven be cbnverſed with the People he had it on, for the 


internal Gloties of his Miniſtration which were delivered 


In 75 ee ee o chme, were rene 
der“ Lofeure an dark; . oy Ten Proud 
their carnal Heatts [turn tothe 

at the bleged Period 5 2 their bel S i 


* 2 Cor, iii, 13, 14. 
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ur f ne Murr cc 
ſhall be taken abaα¶ and they ſhull elearly as vl — | 
glorious Grace'6f®the Goſpel was revealed under all the 
Types and Shader of the Law," But, by 
theDarineſs ok wer Minds) and che ohe 
in which Chriſt, and the Bleſſings of his 
then tipified, the Church continued in a dart 
State. There dren rm a vin hi ight with that 
Darkneſs ; - the . 5© were 

Stars in the Church, and they ted — 
Propheſy, to e Arey — it was 

as to a Light ſhining in a hs Place; Kill the Day-ſtar 
appeared, and the glorious Sun"of®Righteouſneſt-aroſe.-- 

Axb 'tis worthy Obſervation, that the Night was 
culiarly glaomy, towards the Cloſe of this 
when the Darkneſs was much incteaſed, by almoſt con- 
tinual Perſecution and'Oppreſſions; from the Kings of 
Syria without; while the — Glories of i * were 
greatly obſcured; and almoſt wholly loſt, by thoſe dange- 
rous Corruptions in Doctrine, Diſci ine and W: orſh1p, 
which then 'over-ſpread the Zewi/p Church, and thoſe 
ſcandalous Diviſions into which it fell 
Ir was alfo eminently N:ght,with the GentileWarld, 

who being ſunk into del Darkneſs, were given up 
to the moſt abominable Idolatry and vileAfFeAions But 
as an Expectation of the Coming of the Meſſiab, the pro- 
miſed Deliverer; began now to prevail and become gene- 
ral, *tis not ſtrange,” that ſome among the Gentles, 'as 
well as the Jets, are repreſented, crying to the Watch- 
nan, What of the Night? When will the Darkneſs 
of the preſent Diſpenſation be over, and a Deliverer come 
out of Zion, to turn away Iniquity from Jacob? When 
will thoſe Times of Ignorance which God has hitherto | 
winked at in the Gentile World, be at an End, and Light 
atiſe to thoſe that now fit in the Re on of the Shadow of 
Death * How much of this dark is paſt? What 


When will the Day break by the Appea- 
er that er rr i ts to 1 Light to the 
n t Gentiles 


12 The Vateimam Anfivetto the Queſtion, 
Gertilet, am a Glory ta God's Peopls Iſrael? It might 
be ſuppoſed, chat the H/atchmen who; were enquir tg 
and fearching — of Time 3 brit 
in tht did nf when / teſtified: before 
* of Chriſt; and the ' (alory that — 
e an Anſwer to ſuch a Queſtion, as the 1 
Fer, rue and der af his were ſo clearly r 
ont. They might ſee; IT epter was a» ll 
out to from Judah, accor acob's Pro, ii 
Phe) . That Doniel s 79 belt, or wal Years, were 
near And as it muſt be the Standing of 
the fecond Temple, to which he was ſuddenly to came, 
add ll with His Glory, according v Malacht +, it could 
por be long delzyed- By theſe Hints, the att hmen 
inight: know the Might was far ſpent, and anſwer 7 — in 
the Text, The Morning cometh; the long ex Day 
is at Hand. In this View af the Words th — 
Anfwer, that the Matning cometh, may point out the 
| Light aud Foy biougheto the World by the Appearance 
of the San of Go, The Day to dawn under the 
Miniſtry of — —o 9 Baptiſt. - He was indeed a burns 
eh a ſhining Light; — with the other 
2 but was not trueLight;tho” like the M 2 
Stat he uſhered in the Day. „Bur when the Sun of 
4 4 aroſe with Healy under his Wings, he 
Light, Life, and 4 dark, dead, and 
ebearlefs World; Fhe © ee of the former Diſpen- 
ation, and the thick Cleuds of heat heniſb Ignorange and 
nition, fled befort lim, às the Darkneſs of the Night 
ore the filing Sun. It wis propheſied of him. that His 
going forth, ſhduld be prepared as the Morning. + As the 
tatural Sun in the Morning ſpreads Foy and 'Glatineſs, 
thro” the wide Creation, ſo di Cu mrs thro? adoft-and: 
fined World, The Angel bri erat —— 7 
as Tidings of: great Foy: to ah Pihople. - 
rachel s bi eme eee Sound 1 walls 
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| | What of the "Night, e. * Ky 8 
hoot ed NOS 
f. wide; 
2 Day. R 8 Caurſe. ami e 
umphing over all the Oppoſition of Earth ole if 
Wirn what divine Luſtre and Beauty did 
ſhine, in chis Morning of — 
rines of the Goſpel; were taughi without that (corrupt 
Mixture, weh the Pride d. Igrngevf Men have faace 
introduced. She was as a * en a ele — 


obn, in his Viſion 1 e eee ct 
4 clothed havm Morn wor her 
Feet,and a Crown of twelve 1 on her 5 2 


beawiful Image, expreſſing, in a lively Manner 


Glory, Hmour, and Dignity of the Church,, whe hw 


ed in her-Members, inthis zarly Age, ſuch genuine 
Naapand fetvent Devotion; ſuch lively Flape, E ſtrong 
Faith; ſuch warm and unfeigned Love to one another 
ſuch Mee ſneſi, and undiſſembled Humility ; 


| Holineſs, and Purity of Life ; and made me 
Bins like Lale in the orld. Religi jon then a 
amiable and alluring, as exemplified | in — Lives Ne 
feſſors; whieh t ed greatly to the propagating the 
Goſpel. The Brightneſs of this Morning was ſoon ob» 
ſcured. Many Errors of pernicious Influence crept into 
the Church, e even while under the Conduct of 1 
Men : But after the Apoſtles Deceaſe, Men gf corrupt 


Minds, began with more Freedom, te te their 
dangerous Doctrines, and licentious | Pralle bringing 


ſoft ves, and. their Followers. 


iun on themfel 

Towards the Uloſe of the ir, and during the | ſecond 

and thind Centuries, the Church was greatly. 

with Penſons, who advanced the moſt abfurd and dange 

yous Opinions, ang geb IR I i] as 

a6, et. © ion, 
cy. * I 


brighter; e. 


titudes both Zews * Gentil Hes rejoyced 
She ſeemed to anſwer. theDeſcriprion - onda 2 7.4 * 


ſuch Heu- 
1 eſs and Deadneſs to the World ſuch uni⸗ 


. ;idfeſted 


— 


14 The 4 urbar Aꝛnſauer to the Queſtion, J 


and febeuled Religi jon; the Nicelaitans, various Sects 
. of the Gier Corinthians, alenitinians, Marcionites 
and Manic heam, with a Train of other Heretics, who 
appeared 1 in the early Ages of theChureh” venting many 
impious Notions about God and Chriſt ; the Og in 4 
Good and Evil; the ſacred Writ! 7 nd * 
Salvation by Chriſt; 4 to the great 
drance of the Golf pel — Some — GOD the > Aer 
of Sin ; others denying the Unity of the Godhead ; ſome 
the "Divinity, and many the Humanity of Cuxisr; 
while others even bla. hemouſly pretended to be the Sa- 
viour of the World themſelves What added to the 
Scandal of their Errors, the vileſt Debaucheries, — the 
moſt abominable Crimes were countenanced& practiſed, 
under the Cate of Religion; which the Enemies of 
Chriſtianity, were malicious enough to impute, however 
unjuſtly, to all its Profeſſors: While the Church was 
thus darkened, corrupted, and exceedingly ſeandaliſed by 
Here ſies within ; ſhe was almoſt continually harraſſed 
- vith violent Oppreſſionsand cruel Perſecutions, under the 
heathen Emperors from without pwhich continued with 
but little Tntervals of Peace and Reft, 2 the three 
firſt Centuries. Tho? there was, in thoſe early Ages of 
Chriſtianity, much ſpiritual Light,and plentiful Commu. 
nications of Divine Grace ; yet during the ten general 
Perſecutions, which ſo uickly ſucceeded' one another, 
it might well be called N; yt; when compared to that 
State of external Peace : Prof * Evie me theChurch 
po enjoy in the latter Da 77 with Reſpect to the 
— Diffuſion of Goſpe Light, WIRE may then be 


t the Cloſe of the third & Beginning of the fourth 
Centidy, the Church was reduced to che la laſt Euifemiy, 


by : a umber of cruel Perſecutors; who ſeemed to com- 
bine together; for the utter Deſtruction of the Chriflian 
Name and Cauſe. 'Galerius, Diocletian, Maximinzand 


Maxentius, acted as if they vie with one another in the 
-* + aniward 


4d n rien Ka<s a6 & % 


M bat , the Nigli, &. 13 
nheard of Gruelties, and monſtrous Abrhardtion: Exer= 
iſed towards the innocent Diſciples of Cnxisr : But 
he Churches Extremity, is Gonꝭs Opp He 
degins to make bare his. Arm; viſibly to, elpouſs theCauſe 
pf his diſtreſſed People; and to rec e Vengeance to 
hoſe that afflicted them. Galerius, being ſeized withian 
acurable and intolerable Diſeaſe, expires ip the Midſt of 
oſt bitter Anguiſn and Toren Diaciet ian forced 
o reſign his As, oppreſſed with a ' Load 4 Guilt, 
groans and ſighs; away his miſerable: Life. imin, 
after being defeated by Licinius, attempts #0 put'anEnd 
o his own Life; but dies a lingering Death, amid{t-che 
oſt amazing Torments, acknowledging his Guilt, in 
having 1 the Chirſtianc. In this dart Period, 
Gop alſo raiſes up that great Deliverer and 1 
of his Church, 2 26. op who, A. D. 31 2, 
compleat Victory over that cruel Tyrant and Per. 
ecutor, Maxentius; which gave reſt to the Church in 
the Meſt: And the Death of Licinjus, which happened: 
ſoonafter, who was firſt a Favourer, but afterwardsa ctuel 
Perſecutor of the Chriſtians, ſeemed to put an End to all 
their Troubles: They enjoyed free Liberty every where. 
Cenſtantine aſcribes the Glory of all his Viftories, to the 
Cod and Father of our Lord, Ixs us CnRIST. And as a 
Token of Gratitude, gives public.;Countenance. to the 
Chriſtian Religion-;:ſecures it by Edicts and: Luros; 
erects Schools; builds and endows: Churches; deſtows | 
many mmnenities, and Privileges on the Clergy and!dif>: 
inguilhey them with many. public Marks of Honour 
Reſpect. Thus ĩhe Darkneſs which, had over ſpread 
CIs began to featter, and the Adornmg\tgappeas:' 
. 37 ee Courſe and was gleried; chere 
IT ectial Door, which no al- 
ro ſhut. A delightful Scene ſcemed nom ta chαn 6 
Chur eb and loolced like: the Beginning ob.a. bright. 
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146 The Watehnwit's Anfever to the Oueſtion, 
the "arid, mould bacame the Kingdoms of our Lord, andy , 
bes Chreft.: Bus alas! how differen: did the Event: pow f 
"1 
| 


Mus, farming was von overcaſt, & ſucceeded by a dark 
Lace er The Honours, Dignities and Richtes 
eanferred: on and the Church, introduced 
Fun, Pride; and Ignorance, with a long Train of dan- 
gerous Conſequences. About · this Time, the Arian He- 
6% oo ny rung up, and ſpreading itſelf over a great Part of 
ande Church, oved deſtructive to the Faith 
ones deliuered to the Saints ; threw the Church into 
—— and produced very fore Perſecutions : 
he: rors favquring fomctimes the Arian, & ſome- 
times the ortbodexParty;;- which brought infinite Scandal 
on the Chriſtian Nume, & cauſed the Enemy to blaſpheme. 
Sao after Chriſtianity had "ae re a over a great Part il 
of the Roman Empire, under Protection of the Govern- 
ment ; the 8 5 — Deſolation, was brought on the 
M eſtern E by the northern barbarous Nations, viz. 
che Cothr, F ay 3 "Almains, Sarmatians, Pidts and 
Scat; ho ſeemed: to conſpire rogether fur its utter Ruin, 
ande for a long Time continued wWaſling, burning, & de- 
all before them. About AH. D. 410, Alaricus ill | 
the Gti, ſacked and plundered Rome; about Fifty- ive 
Leart after which, it was again plundered, and burnt by 
Genſericus, the Vandal. Soon after, it met with the 
ſame Fute from Richomerus 472 ; twice by Totila; and 
22 by Attila, King of the Hunk, wha was above all 
3 ener | 
the degenerate Chriſtichs of that Day. 
Witur the Eumpire was in ts ee bee 
by thofe- barbarou Nations, ee e | 
pg —.— 7 * cnn e the 
0 
buried. Thoſe ee 
e ee N Sword anldlge 3 
25 Ae up in Ameptäble Tgnora 
= ns he: 2 N- 
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What "IN + Ng ur 75 
tions embraced ChtiſtaHity ; but y Iomorant! 
—_ an eaſy Prey to e Pride & Ae of 2 
pt and degenerate Clerg y'of the Day. | 

une the B; p of 0 Nene improved, We him wp 
as the Head of the 2 the Surcet of S. Ps 
TER ; CRHAILs T's Vicar on Earth; and found it bur 
too eaſy a Matter to impoſe on thoſe weak Prinets\ the 
an ignorant People, and thus to introduce thoſeꝰ gr 


Corruptions, Superſtitions, and falſe Doctrines, which 7 
have ſince proved ſo fatal ro the Church: Thus. Anti- 


NS : BY chriſ began to be revealed, and graduall: 11 — 
_— cb He of Wickedneſfs, which he a ras: 

dal covered; exaltinig himſelf above all that is called "God! 
me. The Darkneſs of his Night, brought onthe Church, by 
Pare orance, Superſtition, and the abominable Corriprions 
* 8 Popery, were greatly increaſed by the Riſe of chat 
the BN falſe Prophet and great Tmpoſtor Mahomet, who made 
bis Appearance, A. D. 606; and notwithſtanding t the 
and People of Mecca, attempted: to cruſh-the Impoſdbr in 
Fri the Bud, yer, A. D. '615, it began to ſpread; 1 


ing by an apoſtate Few, and Neſtorian Ait compoſed 
his Alcoran, and deluded his Followers, with | a Notion 
Ive of his being raiſed up by God, to inſtitute a new Res 
by ligion ; he teaches' chem, that it is to be propagated-'by 
he WF the Sword, and that it is meritorious to die for it.. 
nd BW this Means, he ſoon brought all Arabia into his Power; 
all W nd his Followers (who, from their pretended Deſeene 
from Sarab, Abrahum's Wife, were ealled Sarucemg 
ſoon over- run the greateſt Part of Aſia, and began to 
ſpread themſelves exceeding {aſt in Eu „ till — 
pp bo Defeat by C. Charles Martel, A. D. 534. 
iferies brought on the Chriſtian Church, by the 
4. this Impgſtor, were exceeding great- 'Phe 
oribus Light of the Goſpel, which began to be obſcured, 
with'the Errors and Corruptions of the Churt h of Rome; 
feemed"as M it would have been wholly extinęuiſtiac 


* this they bronght DT ee 
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ith The N. ava n to the Queſtion, 
Kher ka came, that it ſeemed 
, and Satan at 
e forth, accor- 
e of this I- 
pg ape Pep dhe wares it, and 
e e reat 
un and Air were darkened by Reaf fon 
of e 87 227 out 0 H theSmok eLocuſts came, 
which fir ly enongh deſcribes th es and Woe, {tupid 
Tgnarance and Superſticion, which every where attendeil 
the Progreſs of the Ma hometan Religian.. The coming: 
| and Deſtruction oy: _— where 


| os ub 3 n K bee a- 
lig 


mong a few - * the F gion IF 46 ning 
ſeemed likely to be deal £1 m the e World. But at 
the Cloſe of the 15th, and 8 the 16th Cen- 
turies, the Day began to dawn, by à glorious Reforma- 
Zion, which had been attempted, and firuggled for, by: 
Wickliff, in En 25 the Waldenſes and W 
France ; and Fo , in Germany, long before 

was now —7 on by Lg Hey aa aha we the rate bon — 
the Elector of Saxony, with ſurpring Succeſs, in many 
Parts of Germany ; who was joined by Melancton, and 
other noble Reformers; whilſt Calum, aGeveva,Zwi 
lius and Farellus, with a Train of faithful Witneſſes reſſrs for 
2 Ks who appar! — this Time, were ſtrenu- 
quily ub Yigoroully carrying on, (tho: _ 
fome {| 1 Difference, in in leſſer Matters) the glo- 


vu of n. daes Ty 

of Cruel ict, to ſtöp ani{ ſup BN. "Phe ape Rat | 
_ began very faſt to decline This Nin: of 
4 Scotland, 954 Trelant. the northetn . 

enmuf t and Stellen, with great Na in 
2 & Bohemia, all 8 the and 

diſctaimed any Subjecti Aen. of the 2 
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as gave a fair Profpect of a — 


all the Corru we | 55 100 
which had. 2 . 11 Event 1255 
ſhort 2 opes F Zion's Friends: In 15780 
Places it waz carried en cüefty by tſze dvit Vapiftfa 
who went nb farther than to atfwef t > Mag 
and in moſt it was tod much a arim * Ti 
conducted by the Wiſiim of t  Yarld. So that it fb 
came to a Stand, amid Ras been for man Yeats f 
the Decline, as ro the Principles and Prat & of r il Ka- 
ligion; and this fad Detlenſſbn is een faſt on khe 85 
ſent Gene ratio. ; | 

SoME may be rea a 
Me the Quito 5 4 Te bh ; 
the Nig 8 Whe dene Wee. 70 
What Tethe Si pa the T ies, in 
What may we | ok fr £08 8 
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venture h rin 70. affirm, ſom 
evident and 17 And 2 
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go The Watchman's Anſwer. to the Queſtion, 
fahomet;andithe| Pope (till continues. Notwithſtand- 
Bet the; frequentAppearances of the. Morning, the Dari. 
- - neſ5;ſll remains, and at preſent ſeems to increaſe, Po- 
gene did indeed receive a great Wound at the Refor- 
mation, and the Pope conſidered as a temporal Prince, has, 
ag to his /ecular Power, been ever ſince, very much on the 
Pecline, very little Regard being paid him to what former- 
dy was; but this in many, ariſes more from Contempt of rhe 
Goſpel, & all revealed Religion, than a Diſlike to the Cor- 
ruptions of Popery, or Regard to the Truth; and however, 
be ee mn Euler ower, the Popiſb Religion, (till 
greatly prevails. The greateſt Part of Chriſtendom are 
| vrafeſedy of that Communion, K e Subjec- 
Zion do the Pope, as their ſpiritual Head; and the corrupt 
Doctrines of that Church, have of late Years very much 
prevailed in Proteſtant Couptrie . 
Tur Turks, who when they defeated the Saracens, 
adopted their Religion and Manners, which they have 
Ever, ſinec, been . propagating, by their victorious Arms, 
| Ke ib bave been ſomething weakened by their late 
Wars with W are yet in Poſſeſſion of a conſide. 
rable Part of. Aſia, 1 9 8 and Africa, where the 
Chtiſtian Religion formerly flouriſhed. The Mahemetans 
hays, ever been profeſſed Enemies to Chriſtianity, and 
Endeavour to root it out wherever they come, and are at 
| the greateſt . Ob/tacle in the Way of ſpreading 


* 


he: 2 And how great a Part of the World is yet 
che 


"2 oa „ 
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ed in beathengſh Darkneſs, and Idolatry? When 
wh. theſe T e conſider the ſad Dec lenſions, 
a an and ,Diyiſions of the Reformed Churches, we 


indeed ſhine, but tis like, twinkling Stars 
of Dprkneſe, and Err. 17 
10 vor Pe Enquired, What of chis Niaght.: 


ms - 9 a a-- a Aa ww, _ _ _ -—« XX. wi. ** I > 


What if the View K. 4p 21 


cermine when this Nj ght began, ir would be 27 to.fix 
on the Time of it's End ; the Duration. | 
plainly pointed out in prophetie Writings. The Bea 

whom the Dragon (the Koman Emperor) gave his 55 
Aut horit Power, was to continue ſpealing reat 
T hings 23 Blaſphemies, 42 Months, of xi. 2. 3 


which is juſt equal to the Time, Times, and 
Time; while the Voman, i. e. the Chruch is drove into 
the i Iderneſs,and there nouriſhed, Rev. xii 14. Dur- 
ing this Period, the Witneſſes are to propbeſy in Sack- 
cloth, or the faithful Meſſengers of CHRIST, are to 
Labour under et Bene, and Oppofition, w 
ays, Rev, xi. %) E. Top 42 
taking 


was to continue 1260 
Numbers in prophetic 
make the ſame; Period 1260 7 2 80 bag c 
ſecuting Power of the Beaſt will continue ; php W 5 | 
it does, the Church will be in a Wilderneſ. State, 4 
the faithful Miniſters of Cx z1sT will Propheſy in Sack- 
cloth. This perſecuted, o ppreſſed, benighted State of 
the Church, will be Reede by thoſe glorious. Times, 
when Satan will be confined to the bottomleſs Pit, that 
he may no longer deceive the Nations, and when there 
all be nothing to offend in all God's bo Mount. But 
when this lock State of 8 2 | End, or where 
to fix it's Beginning, is a Matter of Uncertainty, as it 
ſeems to have come gradually on. ST, PAUL, indeed 
tells us, That the wicked one, whoſe coming was to be 
after the Workings of Satan, with all Power, Signs, 
and lying l onders, ſhould be revealed,uhen he that then 
let or hindered, was taken out of the Way. By him, 
that Let, the ancient, as well as modern Expoſitors, un- 
derſtand, the Romam Emperor, who, as oof Rm ag he Hor 
his Seat and Pawer, prevented. the = 
deceiving the Nations, with his / undi. The | 
ancient Chriſtians, therefore uſe, ts pray for the Con- 
tinuance of the Roman Empire, that the coming of An- 
ak might be delayed, 18 Downfal of the & the Roman 


Empire, 


22 The Watchmays Anſwer to the Queſtion, 
; 0 may be reckohe}! From Rome's being ſack ed, and 
= Irtuptio ns of the Northern Nations, when 
whole oo ire, was over-run and divided a- 
when the ten Horns, of Kingdoms aroſe, 
— gave _ Power 100 Strengt th to the Beaſt; & the 
Aion of Antichriſt, and Re End or this Night of 
1555 Arora is hear at Hand; hen he Hall be de- 
775 Breuth of f ChitksT'> Mouth, and the 
by Comling. But, tho? bon Night Is evi- 

v _— Day y deans i yet it 4 

2 the darkeſt L 5 the 205 
_ jv pred the OE? Times, the Church 
the bs oy vill be preceded With a Sea- 
fin ey Calanilty 2 Diel It s the Opinion 
many leaked Pirna that thete will be à general 
= ufhrer of the * 22 who have thto? all the dark 
Aa Fo a pery, botn à faithful Teſtimony to the Truth 
| 4 "Chr ft, a little before the vent h. An el 
nds lis 4 pet, for the utter Deſtrüctioh of Ant. 


hrifÞs Aigle, al when they 478 bolit bfi thei 
imony, and aſs chily d that this Evetit is future, 


But as —— A A* ivines, and One, for whole Judg- 

mem 1 — the higheſt Veheration, ate of a different 

pm. Aron web it is alfeady paſt, I ſhall offer what 

bo ave tö fiy on this Head, with all Humility, & much 

i 1 dens on my own Sentimentss abogt fo a an * 
= A The ey wr) ” have - it U 8 xl. 7 

ad to hen they ſhall have finiſbed their eftimiany 7 

Bean? Mitt out of the bottomleſs Pit, . 

Wat , them, and fall overcome then, and till 

hen; And tbeif dead Boilies Hall lie in the Street of 
the e * W e 75 3 — 

tl 2775 "of the 


ra was 

Fate Chiles 1 Ne ions, fball ſet 
72 5 e e and 251 7 5 It 15 
* 2 dad Bodies Ne Gr * 


* far, xvii, 12, 13. | — 


24 The Watchman's Anſaver to the Queſtion, 
| When'they have about  compleated or fiſhed off thei 
Teſtimony, as the original Word properly ſignifies; at 
be Cloſe of 1260 Days, when the Period of Antichriſtes 
Reign wilt be juſt at an End. But, às yet, this Period 
iendly evriniies, the faithful Miniſters of Chriſt may, 
on many Accounts, be ſaid, ſtill to * in Sackcloth, 
As the Mahbomet an and Liriebri ian arknefs yet re- 
mins, and they are carrying on their Work under great 

327 0 TRY CIn LORE, 

2d. His rox affords no paſt Events to which the 
Naying and Reſurrection of the Witneſſes, can well be 
applied. Some leamned Men have, I know, endeavoured 
to find the Accompliſhment of it, in fundry Perſecution, 
bro't on the faithful Witneſſes for the Truth, none of 
which ſeem fully to anſwer the prophetic Deſcription giv- 
en of that Event. The// aldenſes (Followers of Peter 
Waldo a Merchant of Lyons, in France) A. D. 1160, 
were perſecuted with great Severity : Tis computed, 
that not leſs than 80,000 ſealed their Teſtimony to the 
Truths God with their Blood. Above 4 Million of 
the Albigenſes (ſo called from their native Country in 
Languedoc) fell a Sacrifice in the ſame glorious Cauſe ; 
but theſe were of too early a Date to anſwer the De- 
ſeription; of too long Continuance, and confined to a 
particular Country; whereas the Saying of the Witneſſes 
will be'a general Thing; and it is worthy of Remark, 
that this was in a Country where the Witneſſes have al- 
moſt ever ſince, 1 72 inSackcloth, as all acquainted 
with the Hoſtory of France, well know. If they were 
ſlain in that Place, it is hard to fay, when they role, or 
'  wereexalted. Much leſs can we find this Event accom 
pliſhed; in the ſhorr Perſecutions by Queen Maxx, in 
England, or under the Duke of Savoy, in Piedmont, 
which were confined to ſo ſmall a Part of the Church, 
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the Turi Bayes Neither does there 
eat have been any ſuch Defra) and Repolns 
on in che Ant ichr,j&ᷓgDominioiig, las is repre ſoted 
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an gen? Gh re G, chat, onthe Contraxyn they 
hive been cont! venting their Spite and Malice a+ 
the Roſorai —— 
Mik Ara, and p Rage, to ruin and roy them. 
eth, Trehas deen Gechs Safi Method to prepare his 
Efuich and People for extraordinary Favours, by er- 
Paordiniry Trials, and in the 2 corrupt. State c 1 
Things; if ſeerts highly proper tir ſhould be 
Py i Aﬀaies: of eat Family, are in Gam ha 
Mele Situation, befere he hears that: e e 
alive, and that by. Him # Door: Was op 
The Children 5 Thrael- vere eee Es. 
tieniiey; it theft g piiun 5 oro their ret 
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2 7% neee een ende Queſtion, 
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judge from her ConduRt, 
plauſible Pretences, ſhe 
— other Conſtruction can — wh 
eur. :fworn Enemy, when at 11 — us, in 
Mabner' the ra, Sy No — owes in Europa undei 
— — the Britiſb Nauon i almoſt: all the, 
Kr have Been in, ſince the Accellibn of 
_ —_—_— 400 * 2 — undertalcen in Favour uf the 
ria. \ Louſbourg, that i Fortreſs; 
—.— up, chat the Places the King: of France had 
raken from her in Flanders, might be * yet now 
Me has for faken us at a critical 
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+. Whatafthe\Nighty dice N wit 2g 
And if we caſt i our 


tiſ Grolontes-iut 
America, Things look-ill'darker.. Alb ent Schemes: 


hitherto prove unſucceſsful; our  Enemiequo (walk and 
contemptible +as::thew Numbers 
. the af 
— — — a 
Gbuckse uoneces. Mis not eaſy to oo, 
what we have ſuſſerrd from the harbaraus. Vat ius, uniler! 
the 222 by the Aſſiſtanca of the French ſrarca 
a Paper from :cheSouthward but brings Accounts af h 
De predations —— — Conlequen=" 
- we expect Ofwegsi: Mbat an 
— vantage is hereby put into the Enemy Hend z the 
Take — at their Command, where we have enhend : 
od ſuch Zums. Our Shipping. Artillery, with — 
Warlike Stores: and Provſtons,, which we 
there with igreas Coſt and Labour; all —.— | 
Hands of the Enemy, to be employed againſt-us.; All; 
the fae Goubtry adjacent; loſt:;' and the fe Indian ubat 
have hitherto continued in our Friendſbip, will probably 
forſake us; and thoſe: that have remained neuter, joinin = 
with the Enemy; for now ſeems verified the Obſerva- 
tion they made in a late Treaty at Albany The 
ce, Fren h aft-like Men, build Forts and Laender, 
Haar Len of ls, len 760's lieben come. 
Ak Tidings of late, ob's — 
in thick Sncceſlian, one aftet another. In the Midſt of - 
our Lamentations for the ſad Fate of O codes the 
melancholly News, of Port. a han s being talen: The. 
Loſs a ere de inh. , of ſuch Conſequemce to 
the Britiſ Trade, in the; Mediterranean, and which: - 


gives ſo much Advantage 1 be coding; 


great, the diſgraceful 

ee gael fe a into — — 
thrown the Natinn, and the liſting Diſhonpur done to; - 
the Britiſ I ſhall leave it to the Politician: of © 


ee den 3 of thoſe * 


30 The Watchtad': Aufwer to fle One ſtion, 


the bigheſt*Reaſoy 


n 88 * 
— 24 


ties und malte bur on Remark, whirlhimuſt bel obvious 


d. Dependance pon chem. his- 

ebe oute vi e baea/nyfdelityaniiziag-Clenf 
und reach us our entire De pendenct on G, and 

how prese cuir Danger Io, hier Head is exevidently: 
ſheche forth - againſt us. Our Expedition to Crowns 
Peingpoilt probably gan, le be Rai eg our Schemes, 
prove abortive.” Theſe Thintze, together witly out d7-. 
vided: Onincits, and dilaterye Methods: of\Prodceding; 
malce the Situation of publie Affairs, look exceeding/dans 
gerous; and may well alarm our Fears, as ta u hat is com- 
ing om oh? Nation, and Cyuntry.-And if we conſider 
the preſent State of the Profe/tant Churches; will it not 
tendl 50 increaſe or darig Apprehenſions dir thie Head 2 
What mournful Deetenſichs, as to Dyctrine, Di- 


cipli —— rack CINE Goch had evid 

werden Spirit; -A ſad Decay .asto-v2tal — 
is aknaſt every where lameſſtably viſible 3 Midnight 
Serulity r dens to have: Fallen -on the. Churches . · 
Bot Mingtibrs and People, Saints arid: Sminers, /anker ! 
and up. bu ty abu 10 any waxes: 
ca Lulcewarmneſs "ant / Indiſfegenet an fpuimel; 
and divine Things; Want” af AdiefingpagiGod a 
C the Traths and ee 
are! gredwing Taft. on ttivi/Frofefſobe of his gs, 1 


7 remain are jut r do Gie, mid our Hr 
. — aun 


Nero n e b er  o ww ee 
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all its Glotira rom mbrm rand mh vin 
the Eyes of, Sinner: at . 
Sent. The \Lord's-Day — ond. On Ordi- 


pancps df cls Houſes. A hea and\{lighted BRe e 
Alnilters of the Golpel e. 9 1825 | 
with too much aal 80 N 


. apes 
itt 0 reveren a 
Ae deln Ufferedt\.are 


undervalued and Aged. 
Things in this Reſpect, from what: they Ware ihr ale 
Memory of many now aveh How litele of chat Re. 
verence and Eſteemt fox» abe\.anfttyſl-rial” Chang, 
which was ſo remarkable Bus Fvrenfut bern, is th 
be ſeen in our Day; and theſe»! Things ara 
worſe and worſen + Whether this ariſes from Nedleni 
among AMiniſterł o Peonlr. ad both, it muſt be eſteem- 
ed'a (dark: Symptom um the Ghurch Time would fall 
me, to ſpea uf. ihe moutnful Growth of Inſideliry 
Profaneneſs and all kind of abommable 2 
And when we: dhnlider theſe [Things 
Reaſon tocfear, chat —— 8 — nfs bi 2 
tho Furhate, et ahey orth as (Fold nee 
and refned Fo | ogra a. chit fo! much Deg 
and Cornuption, as is how, and among us. il be purg- 
ed": off, ang athbn Way 2 The Popyſo Powers maybe 
ſuffered to ute their; Swen <0 . and! 
before them for 2g * N ence ha faithful 
Httnefſbs — rae 
Day was their: own: alk Kone" are 
to. fear from Nn who:uſtdFe * 
Nigbt. . Fhis it ill be the iaſt Kitprt bf 
San, and Adcrents; m — — 
molt n hd grade chain 
Sat wil erm be do from 
whe þ 2 dll camel greatWrdD wt àuſt 
* Tine is het : Bud ble deco that [thiglioilllbe 
a __ Bow eee it will ſoon be 


2 * 
* 71 over. 


EEC FE 


2 


o 


| 11 


| Eine Borrow ; be 3, 2a draus n 


5 takers o 
 Plagu es... 
| 6 h 
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Combng. Such ſudden and awful 
be brengbt n hun ad ſhall affri 


Angel, which. cometh quick lx, will iſſue in the final and 
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382 The Watthnevs" Anflven ro: the Dreſtion, 
as oro i Enemies of Chriſt, will be 
- think rhemlelves moſt ſt ſecure, apd thin 
poſe their Deſigus, /udden'Deſtrutficn 
See, as on n oman ee 22 
lam efrape. When men hure af N — 
AI Ry, 7 fit as'@ Often, am 1 
Ir Plague 


1 one Day 2 Diath, Med * . # uni! 
3 be utterly burnt 22 Happy ſhall 
be, who have comt 1 no 
her Sin, that they mug ee of ber 
be Deipocvan of ute , will nt be 
& Rqſurrectioi aud aui tation of clit 

receive d deadly Found, of which 

Be hall never be'bealed; but conſume” away by the 

Breath - of | Chriſt's: Mouth; and Brig ee 
then 


— Neſt of the 
— oo cauſe ihem to gl ory te Gad. This, 


* — way bf the ſecond M pe, in the Over- 
. Tas Empl , will open a Door for that 


loriout Spread . the G in the latter 
avs. Fhethirdhbe — ſoundidg of the ſeventh 


complete Deſtruttion of. At b , and Confuſion'of all 
the, unplicable Enemies of the Church: Then Thafl be 
heard great Voices in Heaven, and they2yfut Sound wil 
ſpreid far and wide bn the Earth, fang, The Kingdoms 
of this Horld:are becomeithe | Kingdoms Ef our K 
\and bis "Chriſt, and he ne Vr ever 2 


r ˙-A - -w. - . - ²*ẽůwuaÜ:' e wee oo ug . Kr eee eee 


.-5 "Bey. will. 7, 8. f Fer. xi. 14, 13. 


I bal of the Night, &c. * 
ouſneſs ſhall artſe,and diſpel the dark Clouds which now. 
hang over his Church, become a Light tothe Gent ilas 
and a Glory to God's People Jſraect:; vlan the LU 
of the Moon ſball. be the Ligbi of the. Suu, and thei 
Light of the Sun ſevenfold as the Ligbt᷑ of ſeven Nays t.. 
This Day of the Churches 1 to coutiuut 
for 4 Thouſand Tears; ſome ſuppoſe, 'prophetically; 
taken, 360,000 Years, that Chriſt may have a langer. 
Reign, and greater Number of Subjects, tlian the'Privzee: 
of Darkneſs has had ; but this may be acrompliſhei in 
the Space of 1000 Years, (literally taken) of ſuch; Peace; 
ard Proſperity as the Church will then enjoy, when the 
Increaſe of Mankind will, be ſo muck. er,.and\thein. 
Deſtruftion fo much leſs than at otheg Times . Some 
ſuppoſe Chriſt will pn r here on Earth. ducing! 
z rheſe 1000 Years, and that his bodily Preſence will be: 
YOU the Glory of his Church; that the Saints, or, atleaſt; 
"a the Martyrs, will be raiſed from the Dead, and rei 
his, with him. But ſuch perplexing Queſtions and Diffieul- 
wi ties, are ſtarted on this „as Lhave never yetileen 
ha anſwered; and ſince it is 1 4 greater Blekag 
os the Church, to have Chriſt interceding in Heaven, 
and the Preſence of his Spirit on Earth; I ſee no Rea- 
ſon, either to deſire or expect it. Tis expedient (ſays 
Chriſt t) That I go away ; for, unleſs I go, the Com- 
forter nuill nat come. unto you. | Without: pronouncing 
any Thing deciſively, about the exad Circumſtances, of 
theſe glarious Times, and the Manner in which they 
will be brought on, I will only ſay, That it ſeems evi- 
dent, by the prophetic Deſcription given of thoſe Times, 
that their Glary will conſiſt in the univerſal Promotion 
of true Chriſtianity and real Religion, in the GolpeFs 
having its genuine Effect on the Hearts and Lives, of 
Men; ſuch as were before hateful, and hating one a- 
not her, will then have 770 glowing with Love * 


FAE 


1 Thai. xxx. 26. | See this particularly illuſtrated in 
the Treatiſe above mentioned, Page 47 & 48. 1 John xvi. 7. 


2 N : 4 
* . 
. 
« 
— " 
* * 
+ 1 i * 
Y N 


34 The Watchman's Anſwer to the Queſtion, 
and one another; ſuch as were before the Plagues 
and Peſts of Society, will then become its Ornament, 
Delight and Defence; ſuch as were before fierce and 
ſavage, malicious and revengeful, barbarous and cruel, 
will then become kind and gentle, courteous and for- 
ing, meek and humble. The Lyon will be turned 
into the Lamb; and there ſhall. he Nothing to »ffend 
in God's holy Mount. When ſupreme Love to God, 
and undiſſembled Affection to one another, reign, it will 
produce univerſal Harmony and Peace. Wars & Con- 
tentions, angry Jars and Diſputes, will ceaſe; the Lamb 
Gall lie down with the If und the Nations of the 
Earth will learnH ar no more, | Such a glorious Change, 
in ſuch a corrupt gpoſtate World, can be brought about 
by Nothing ſhort of a plentiſul, out- pouring of the Spi- 
rit of all Grace, who has immediate Acceſs to the Hear ts 
of the Children df Men, by his enlightning, purifying, 
and all-conquering Influences. That the Change will 
in Here; that without rh, all Means muſt prove in- 
ectual; and that f)is is ſufficient to effect it, might 
be eafily proved. Such abundant Efuſion of the di- 
vine Spirit, will open an ectual Door for the Goſpel, 
to have free Courſe and be glorified, which no Man ſhall 
be able to ſnut. A preached Goſpel will: be attended 
with ſuch Life and Power, as will ſubdue and ſoften the 
hardeſt Heart; it will ſhine with ſuch Light & Glory, 
as that the Remainder of Pagan, Popi/h & Mahoinetan 
Darkneſs, will flee before it, as the Shadows of the 
Night before the #://ing8un. TheInhabitants of the Earth 
ſhall be filled with the ſpiritual Knooledge of God and 
Chriſt, as the Waters cover the Sea +; Converſions 
will be greatly multiplied ; Sinners will flock to Chtiſt, 
as Clouds, and as Doves to their Windows 3. it will 
feem as if Nafttens were | born in a Day: Then will 
God remember Mercy for his ancient People, the eus. 
'They ſhall be brought in with the Fullneſs of the Gor 
674 8881 1 1 ile 
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| What of the Night, xe. 35 
tile World; which will be Life from the Dead . This 
is expreſly eg „ T he Children of IHrael hall a- 
bide many Days without a King, and a Prince, with- 
out a Sacrifice, Image, Ephod, &c. * Afterwards ſhall 
they return, and feet the Lord their God, and David, 
their King, Then may it be ſaid to the Church, Ariſe ; 
| ſhine forth ; for thy Light is come, and the Glory of 
the Lord riſen is upon thee'; hisGlory Mall be ſeenupon 
thee, and the Gentiles - ſhall come to thy Light, "and 
Kings to the Brightneſs of thy Ring x. 
RINCES and Potentates, l, imagine, par- 
take of this plentiful Effuſion of divine Grace, whereby 
Kings ſhall be made nurſing 'Fathersg& Queens nurſing 
Mothers to the Church +, diſpoſed to caſt their Crowns | 
at the Feet of Jeſus, and employ all their ſuperior Ad- 
vantages for the Honour of his Name, and Advance- 
ment of his Cauſe; and with what ſtriking Beauty and 
Force will Religion then ſhine, when recommended b 
ſuch diſtinguiſhed Examples | 
MixtsTERs of the Goſpel, will doubtleſs - have 
a double Portion of the Spirit, when it is ſo remarkably 
poured forth. They will then be like the. Angel ſpoken 
of in Revelations, who flew through Heaven, having 
the everlaſting Goſpel.” They will fly on the Wings of 
Zeal and Love, to publiſh the Wonders of 4:rv1ne Grace 
to a loſt and ined, World. And their Meekneſs, Hu- 
mility and Wiſdom, will be equal ro their Zeal. How 
different in that Day, will be the Preaching, Conver- 
ſation and Examples of Miniſters, from what we now 
behold ? And what glorious Effects may be expected 
from the Gaſpel; when it is publiihed by thoſe whoſe 
Hearts are ſull of a Senſe of its Excellency, Truth and 
Importance; and when this ſhines forth in their Lives. 
Alas! how little do we know of this in the preſent Day? 
what a mournful withdrawment. of rhe -diving Spirit! 


* Rom. xi. 15. || Hofexiii, 4, 5. * Tſai: I. , 2 3. 
, 2 t Iſai. Ix, 16. | 


236 The — te the. Quicſtion, 
reur Words freeae between our Lips; the divine Art o 
| the Heart, and alluring ils to Chrilt, is de. 
from ie Long * nced — hy 
Our ts; We gs thoſe expect to > 
\hour. in vain, and ſpend our Stren th for Nought. 
— ns lng avoured with un- 
\pſual; .Communications of divine Grace, and bine. os 
udights in the Moerid. There will be ſomething con- 
vvincing and alluring in their Example.: That mean, 
2 ordid T emper, that contentious, jangling, quarrel. 
; which now ap ay. in molt Prefeſſers, ob- 
ba e Beauty of — 1 in the Eyes of 
— and is one of on greateſt Obſtacles to the 
| Spread of the Gaſpel. But when true Religion comes to 
4 ly exempliſied in the Lives of Chriſtians, there 
appear ſuch a Charm, and, Excellency in. it, as will 
e and allure the Bebolders, and have a Ne 
Tendency to pro e it throu t the Werl 
—.— I l hen, 'tis — 1 be as remarkable 
for being Nur/eries. of Piety, as t now are for 857 
Scenes of Diſerder, Corruption, and Vice ; when Chi 
Aren will indeed be trained up for God, and come on 
the Stange of Action with Hearts animated with (pa 
140-him; — to all Mankind, and glowing Deſires of be- 
in — Bleſſings in their Day. 
RE Api ces ScHoplLs, and Seminaries of Learning, 
3 become Seats remarkable for Virtue, and Wn 
Kel ion; where it ſhall ſhine with divine Luftre; 
e its benign Influence far and wide: From 
* Fountains thus purified, will kiſſue Streams that 
ſhall make glad the City of aur Gad. I hint at theſe 
Things, as probable Meant whereby jhe glorious De- 
ſigns of God's Grace will be carried on, in the. latter 
Hay, that with our. fervent Prayer, we may une our Ni 
belt Endeavours for their Accompliſnment. 
Wnar a, glorious eds 5 2 will ſoon be ' produced, 
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de. uſt then appear in the moral, Morld. Babald i args 
neſi ate a new Heaven, and a new Earth; be gr glad, a 


ejoice, for ever, in what I create, for 1 create Yeruſalem 
Rejoicing, and her Pes 92 . My Heart is; 


um- inlarged on this delightful * but having greatly 

„ 00 — my {ns Lou conclude ppp very 
on · Nrrief Addreſs, to My Reverend, and dear Rretbren, in 
can, he Goſpel, who are convened on the preſent 

rel. 1/7. Lx us prepare for dark and diſtreſſing Daa 


eee co briug them an che Cub in. 
Dur dig $11 off 
Tuc“ Abe wee ar n 80 naw = | g 
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sto Mons which God has reſerved in his own Hewer ; yet 

ere Neben he is bath by his ard and Propidence, 1 
vill 9 of approaching Judgments, we re ihks: 

liar N Voa h, to be maved with Fear, and e mat 
em. This ma eſpecially. be ex of us, who 

ble rea us 1 atchmen, to give warning to others. 

ing Tho we can't 1 to penetrate into the Caunoii of ) - 
bil: {We aven, as to future Events, yet he that runt, may 
on Nead the preſent threatning. Ipect of divine Providence; 
ve Nhe /oud Calls God is giving to the Morid, and to bis ' 
be- N burches, to prepare to meet him: He. ſpeaks once; 


. twice; and that in a moſt ſolemn E moving en 
tho few regard him. The Cloud gathers thick 
od dark upon us; our Nation. and Land, filled with 
Jin againſt the Holy one of Iſrael ; * God to 
indicate the —_ of his Majeft — wk 
ith an ambitrous, politic & hag ro ation, 
y a powerful Confederacy. -a Nation that = rw 5 


1: and divides Schemes, turned into Foolifbngſe ; dur 
ain — and groundleſs Expectations, repeatedly 


> la. bv. 17, 18. 5 
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38 The Watchman's Auſwer to the Dueſtion, . 


Should bur Enemiet, enraged as they have been, and 


o 


fluſh'U with Victory as they now are, be ſuffered to 


prevail, and put in Execution their wicked Deſigns,” to 

| with Deſolation and Moe, with the direful Effects 
of popiſh' Bigotry, & lawleſs Tyranny, this once happy 
Landi. which has 3 diſtinguiſhed with Peace 
and Plenty, with Goſpel Light and Liberty; what a 
lamentable Scene would it open! and what can we ex- 
— , but that Judgment will be in at the Houſe of Gad. 

he Yatchmen will doubtleſs firſt be attacked; the 
Shepherd ' ſmitten, that the Sheep may be ſcattered. 
What are we better than our Fathers? than the glorious 
Train of Martyrs, who have ſealed their Timon 
with their Blood; and why ſnhould we expect to die 
quietly in our Neſts? And are we, My Brethren, pre- 


— for ſuch trying Time, as may ſoon come upon us? 
$ 


Chrift, his Truths, and Ways, dearer to us, than our 
Lives? And can we freely facrifice the latter in De- 


| fence of the former? Should we who are Leaders in 


Chriſt's Army, give back, and cowardly deſert the gli. 
rious Cauſe wherewith we are entruſted, our Guilt and 
Condemnation, would. be exceeding great. This would 
be to crucify the Lord afreſh,. and put htm to open 
Shame, and for ſuch there remains no more Sacrifict 


for Sin, but a certain looking for of Judgment, and fiery 


indignation. | C 

Wx may, perhaps, in a warm Mood, like Peter fay, 
Tho all Men forſake thee, yet will nat we. But hay 
we that Self-denial, Faith and Love, that would carry 


us thro' the fiery Trial, bear us up under all the Variety 


of Tortures, which the Wit and Malice of our Enemie! 
may invent? It muſt be Love, ſtronger than Death; 
ſach as many Waters cannot quench. We are loud 
called in this Day, to tand with our Loins girt, aui 
Lamps burning; to have all our Graces, in a lively 
vigorous Exereiſe; our Evidences for Heaven clear 
that we may be ready, if the Lord ſhould come as 
OY v7 <4 + Roar! 


What of the Night, 5 vt an 


by Refiner's Fire, and Fuller's Soap, ify tbe-Sans oof 
and Levi *, Let us continually b 1 p Author &. 
ger of our Faith, and be animated cheerfully.ro/u fer 
s, to Hoith him here, under the glorious Froſpefſt er we ſhall 
fect g- with him for ever. 15 
PP N 24. Wirn what Pleaſure ſhould: we * e 


he joyful Period, when the Kingdoms ef thir ru 


at a all become the Kingdoms of our Lord, & of hit, Chriſt; 
ex. yd how/ardently ſhould 1 we. Jorg 1 Pane _ 
God roach of 1 it? 


Tuo' many Trials may yet await us, _ wo ſtiould 
e call'd. off from theStage, before theDarineſs. of the 
reſent Night be paſt ; yer it muſt be a delightfulTho't, 
hat the 3 cometh, and will uſher in 4 glorious 
ay to the Church, when the Cauſe of Truth and Ho- 


pre- Nineſs, Peace aud Purity, ſnall univerſally prevail, in 
us Pppolition to all the Hereſy and Wickedneſs, Tumults 
1 our nd Corruptions, which have -hitherto overſpread the 
De · Marth; when the Prayers of the Saints in/all Ages, for. 
in he Proſperity of Zion, ſhall be anſwered, and rhe the gle 
Ee Things ſpoken. of her in the facred Oracle, ny 
t and ully accompliſhed.  - © 

ul We, indeed, may fo kl i in \ the Glent Duſt,! before | 
open his bleed. Day appears; but we can now bebold it, 
cs Abraham ſaw t Day of Chriſt; and if we are . 


ſed 2 5 ſame excellent Spirit, ſhall be 
An Heart touched with a utifulSenſe 
f God 7 and Intereſt, can't but be pleaſed, 
hat he will be highly glorified in this apoſtate, #orld, 
here he has been i * lolenrly affronted, and provoked, 
or ſo lo! 7 Such malt feel ſome peculiar Em- 
notions 5 Wmile ſome ſay. with the Pſalmiſt, 
Faith, 15 t ou exalted, O God, above the Hea - 
ens, and thy Glory above all the Earth f. To a 
doul animated with unfeigned Love to, and zealous 
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carry 
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mies 
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ively oncerr 1, for, n and Kingdom af the deat Re- 
clear D- | deemer, 
as 1 Mal. ü- 2, 3. 1 Pfalm eviii. 5. * 
ner! a | 


deemer, bow deligh tful che Prof) ſpect ll -dhet he 11 
ons to" HMimſelf Power, and Reign from Land to Land, 


and Sei to Sea; that his Bleſſed. Goſpel,” which is now 
treated with Scorn and Contem pt,. bt of and re iſhing 


ons; that God ſhall be ſerved an glorified, by our 
Poſterity, in a far better Manner 5. he has ever been 


* 1 — nl Glory, ſhould: ſupport and comfort us 


— * 
— A * 


4 The 1 ateh man's Anfiver to WP. 8 Sache 


hade the — Intereſt in the Hearts of Men | 


Sinners, ſhall triumph over all — ſition of Earth 
and Hell, have free Cowrfe and be ghrifid through 
the World. 

Oh war a refreſhing, oh a reviving Thought! 
that theſe Regions of Darkneſs, Guilt and Miſery, ſhall 
be filled with ſpiritual Light, Life and Joy, The pre. 
ſent Janguiſhing State of true Religion, is, indeed, diſ- 
1 and the more ſo, when we conſider, that it 
may poſſibly continue to the End of our Lives : But 
How pleaſing the Contetaphation, that it will certainh 
be revived, and flouriſh, tho“ amo furure Generati- 


Ts a _—_ AM. L.A EY ed 4. % 


by us And that a People which ſhall be created. ſbal 
gre the Lord $. This may ſolace us, under the near 
iews of approaching Death, if, with good old Jacob, 
we can Eyk to our Children, We die, but the Lord wil 
be with you-t. As a believing View of Z ions further 


our preſent: al and Trials ; ſo it ſhould 
enlaige our Hearts, in-conſtant, _ Supplicaric 
tothe Throne of Grace; that it ma web ug 

The Repreſentation I have given, of the exce 
rp ale enerate State of the Church, with * 
ſpects in the 4 Day, ſhould be io, far 2 
— that it ſhould greatly enliven and-animate 
our — ers ; partly, as it tends to give us an af ing 
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